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What’s On: Spring A 2022
Foundation England
Welcome back!
We hope you have all had a lovely Christmas and new year. In England class we will be welcoming several new
children this term and from next week in the mornings we will be splitting into two smaller groups with Mrs Caley
joining us to teach alongside Miss Smith.
This term our topic is ‘What’s for Dinner?’ We will be learning about the concept of exploring, as we use our senses
to smell, taste and touch different foods. Are fruits the same on the outside as the inside? What happens when we
mix ingredients together? We will also be exploring how foods change when you cook them in different ways.
In Literacy we will be sharing the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We will taste, touch and smell the fruits that
the very hungry caterpillar ate. We will also be reading recipes and following instructions as we make different
foods.
In maths we will continue to develop the children’s knowledge of number through songs, stories and practical
activities focusing this half term on adding by combining two groups and ordering numbers. We will also be
developing their understanding of positional language by exploring all the places the very hungry caterpillar looked
for food.
P.E. will take place on a Monday morning and we will continue to focus on ball skills practising bouncing, throwing
aiming and catching. We will also play simple ball games together to use these skills. Dance will be on Friday
afternoons.
Library books will be changed every Thursday. Please remember to complete the yellow comments book to let us
know if your child enjoyed the story and any language they used when you shared the book.
The children who have taken Will the rabbit home so far have been very excited and keen to share all his adventures
with the class after the weekend. Thank you for making this a success by writing such great diary entries and sending
us the photos of your adventures. We can’t wait to see what he will get up to next!
Foundation will also continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by focusing on the right of
children to be healthy and know how to stay healthy (article 24) and the right to have access to information and be
protected from information that could harm them (article 17) We will be learning about the sustainable goal ‘good
health and well-being’ as we learn about keeping ourselves healthy.
Thank you in advance for all your support and we look forward to working with you!

The Foundation Team

What’s On: Spring A 2022
Year 1 Australia
Welcome back to Year 1 Australia Class. We hope you had a wonderful Christmas holiday. We start our
learning this half term with our topic “I Belong!” Our concepts will be identity and belonging. We will begin
by learning about the history of Longwill School. We will look at photographs of the school being built, before
finding out what school life was like for the children at the time.

In English we will be using ‘Foundations for Literacy’ to develop a variety of literacy skills. We will be
using a variety of short stories to learn new vocabulary and think about how we segment and blend
words. In maths we will continue to think about numbers by continuing to develop our addition and
subtraction skills. We will be using counting on and counting back. We will also begin learning about
multiplication by learning how to count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s.
In science we will explore the changing of the seasons through the year, focussing on winter this half term.
We will also learn about grouping and sorting animals into birds, fish, mammals, reptiles and amphibians. We
will think about which group they belong to and how we know.
In art we will be developing our drawing skills. We will begin by thinking how we can use pencil to create
texture and pattern. We will also be exploring using a variety of tools to draw, such as pencil, chalk and
charcoal. We will then use these skills linked to our concept of belonging to draw our favourite parts of
Longwill School. In music, we will be having sessions run by the music service. We will learn about how to
lead our peers to play music and how to watch and follow. We will also be exploring the different ways we can
play an instrument and how music can be used to represent things.
PE is every Tuesday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, shorts, joggers and pumps) and
that it is named. This half term we will be focussing on tennis. We will learn about how to correctly hold a
racket and to do a variety of simple strokes, such as forehand and backhand. We will also practise returning
the ball to a partner and hitting it over a net. In dance, we will think about the different ways we can move our
bodies. We will learn some basic steps such as turns, jumps and kicks and use these in a variety of routines.
We will be using our dance skills to create different animal dances to like to our science topic.
In RPHSE, we will be learning about belonging in our community. We will think about what groups we belong
to, for example school or football club. Alongside this we will be thinking about how we should be a
responsible member of our community and care for the environment. Our BLP focus will be noticing and we
will think about how we can use the environment around us to help us with our learning. As always our
curriculum will link to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Our main focus will be article
15: the right to be with friends and join clubs. We will also be learning about the United Nations Sustainable
Goals. We will be focusing on Goal 10, which is to reduce inequalities. We will do this by thinking about how
we belong and how we can help others to belong ensuring that everyone is treated equally.
Home learning will be set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following Wednesday. Please
also share the books the children bring home and record any reading in the yellow reading record.
Thank you for your support!
Miss Sheppard, Mrs Collins and Mrs Shuck

What’s On: Spring A 2022
Year 2 Germany
Welcome back to Year 2 Germany Class. We hope you had a fabulous Christmas. We start our learning
this half term with our topic “I Belong!” We have chosen identity and belonging as the key concepts in
our topics. We will start by exploring the history of Longwill School. We will look at photographs of the
school being built, and find out all about the lives of the children who lived at that time.
In English we are continuing with ‘Foundations for Literacy’ to develop a variety of literacy skills. We will
be looking at a series of short stories to learn new vocabulary and practice our blending and segmenting
skills. In maths we are continuing our focus on numbers by exploring division and multiplication. We will
be looking at language such as doubling and halving. We will also be practising our times tables and our
grouping.
In science we will be exploring the changing of the seasons throughout the year, with winter being our
focus this half term. We will also learn about classifying animals into birds, fish, mammals, reptiles and
amphibians. We will consider how Scientists choose to group these animals and why.
In art we will be developing our drawing skills. We will begin by thinking about different ways we can
create texture and pattern using a pencil. We will also be exploring how to draw by using a variety of tools,
such as pencil, chalk and charcoal. These skills will be used to draw our favourite parts of Longwill
School, which will link with our key concept of ‘Belonging’. In music, we will be having sessions run by
the music service. We will learn about how to follow music by listening closely to things like rhythm and
tempo. We will also be exploring the different ways we can play an instrument and how this can be used to
express ourselves in different ways.
PE is every Tuesday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, shorts, joggers and pumps)
and that it is named. This half term we will be focussing on tennis. We will learn about how to correctly
hold a racket and how to perform some simple strokes, such as forehand and backhand. We will also
practise how to rally to a partner and aim our strokes. In dance, we will think about the different ways we
can move our bodies. We will learn some basic steps such as turns, jumps and kicks and use these in a
variety of routines. We will be using our dance skills to create different animal dances to like to our
science topic.
In RPHSE, we will be learning about how we use the internet in everyday life. We will emphasise the
importance of e- safety, and being responsible and tech smart when we are using technology. Alongside
this we will be thinking about how we can show resourcefulness by exploring different ways we can use
the internet to help our learning. Our BLP focus will be noticing. As always our curriculum will link to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Our main focus will be article 28: the right to an
education. We will also be learning about the Sustainable Development Goals and ways we can help our
environment to which we belong. We will be focusing on Goal 4, which is quality education. We will do
this by investigating how education is similar or different for others around us.
Home learning will be set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following Wednesday. Please
also share the books the children bring home and record any reading in the yellow reading record.
Thank you for all of your support!
Mr Bevan, Mrs Lee,

What’s On: Spring A 2021
Year 3 France
Welcome back!
We hope you had a good half-term holiday! Our concept for the term will be ‘Cause and Effect’ and we will be
looking at how this concept links with our topics in this half term!
Our topic for this half term is ‘What can we learn from the other side of the world?’ In Geography, we will be
learning about Australia and what life is like in Australia. We will locate Australia using the globes and maps
and investigate types of weather in Australia. We will look at the concept of cause and effect on people’s
lifestyles and way of living in Australia. Then we will learn about volcanoes and the causes of volcanoes. We will
use all the information we collect about Australia to create a leaflet in our English lessons!
In DT we will be making a healthy pizza and also Pom-Poms, and in literacy we will be writing instructions on how
to make your own healthy pizza and how to make Pom Poms. The instruction on Pom Poms will be linked to the
story, A hat for Mrs Goldman. Writing instructions will link to our concept, the cause of the instructions.
In DT we will be making our own healthy pizzas and in literacy we will write the instructions of how they were made. In
English we will be reading the story ‘A Hat for Mrs Goldman’ and design our own pom-poms as a result of this book.
We will be using our English lesson to write instructions for the pom-poms.
In maths we will develop our knowledge of division; we will be looking at sharing equally. Then we will continue
developing our knowledge of place value! After that, we will be learning about shapes and measurement!
In Science we will be learning about plants and we will investigate the effects of different factors on their
growth. We will also be learning about the importance of a healthy diet and the effects of eating unhealthy
foods.
P.E. will take place on a Thursday and the focus for this half term is Netball. Dance will be on a Wednesday and
we will be creating a performance for dance festival! Forest School will take place every Monday afternoon.
Please send you child in with a bag of outdoor clothes to change into and wellies if they have them. Thank you.
In art we will be developing our ability to do an aboriginal dot art and we will learn about the work of the
famous artist Dorothy Napangardi. In RPSHE we will be learning about different occupations, our right to
choose what we would like to do when we grow up and our current aspirations (Sustainable goals 8 and 10).
Our focus for BLP this half term is noticing. What patterns and links can we see in our learning? Year 3 will also
continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by focusing on the right of children to have
their own thoughts and beliefs (Article 14) and the right to share your ideas (Article 13).
Thank you in advance for all your support. We look forward to working with you!

What’s On: Spring A 2022
Year 4 Poland
Welcome back!
We hope you had a good Christmas holiday!! Our topic for this half term is ‘What can we learn from the other
side of the world?’, and we will be linking all our learning about this by thinking about the concepts of cause and
effect. We will be learning about the geography and history of Australia, in particular the climate of this
country and its effects on the lifestyle of the people who live there. We will also be learning about volcanoesWhat causes them and what are the effects of an eruption?
In literacy we will be sharing the stories of ‘The Rainbow Fish’ and the aboriginal Dreamtime story of ‘How the
turtle got his shell’. We will be predicting what happens next, describing settings and characters and retelling
these stories in our own words.
In maths. we will continue to develop our knowledge of number and shape. We will continue to develop our
knowledge of times tables and also learn about subtraction. We will be learning about money, the value of
different coins and notes and adding and subtracting money.
In Science, we will be learning about plants and we will investigate the effects of different factors on their
growth. We will also be learning about the importance of a healthy diet and the effects of eating unhealthy
foods.
P.E. will take place on a Thursday and the focus for this half term is netball. Dance will be on a Wednesday and
we will be creating our own Aboriginal dance! Forest School will take place every Monday afternoon. Please send
your child in with a bag of outdoor clothes to change into and wellies if they have them. Thank you.
In art we will be developing our ability to draw and we will learn about the work of the Aboriginal artist Dorothy
Napangardi. In RPSHE we will be learning about different occupations, our right to choose what we would like to
do when we grow up and our current aspirations (Sustainable goals 8 and 10).
Our focus for BLP this half term is noticing. What patterns and links can we see in our learning?
Year 4 will also continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by focusing on the right of
children to have their own thoughts and beliefs (Article 14) and the right to the best possible health (Article
24).
Thank you in advance for all your support. We look forward to working with you!

What’s on: Spring A 2022
Year 5 Brazil
Our key concept this term will be “Continuity and Change” where we will be looking at how
things in life continue, such as how plants and animals reproduce in Science, and how things
change, such as how life has changed from the Anglo-Saxons invasion, in History. During DT
week, we will be observing the changes that happen during cooking and recreating some food
that people ate during Anglo-Saxon times. This relates to Sustainable Goal number 2: No
hunger and number 3: Good health and wellbeing. For our English learning, we will be learning
about the legend of Beowulf and creating our own legend stories. In Maths, we will be
completing our multiplication and division learning before moving onto data handling. During
RPSHE, we will be learning about the importance of questioning what we are told; particularly
from the news and media. We will learn about the skill of debating and knowing to respect
the opinions of others. This links with Unicef’s Rights of the Child, Article 12: The right to
an opinion and Article 13: The right to find out things and say what you think. In our
Computing lessons, we will be learning about algorithms and learning to use our voices
expressively in Music. During our RE lessons, we will learn about the importance of being
modest, putting others first and listening to and respecting the religious views of others. In
PE, we will be focusing on hockey and during our dance lessons, we will be creating an AngloSaxon fight scene dance in slow motion. In ASL (American Sign Language), we will be learning
how to sign different food names and for Art, we will be learning to develop our drawing
skills for our next Longwill Art Gallery.
Our BLP focus this term is ‘Resilience – Noticing’ and we will be discussing Unicef’s Rights of
the Child Articles, throughout the half term to find out how we can support each other and
the community. PE takes place each Friday. We will also be doing the Daily Mile 3 times per
week - please send in trainers if you would prefer your child to run in trainers rather than
their school shoes. Forest school takes place each Monday, so please ensure warm,
waterproof clothes and PE kits are in school each week. You can support your child by reading
with them regularly, helping them to practise their spellings and encouraging them to
complete their Home Learning.

What’s on: Spring A 2021
Year 5 Ireland
I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break. Welcome back to Spring A, our BLP focus this half term is
resilience. Our work continues to be linked to the United Nations Conventions of the Right of the Child
(UNCRC), meaning the children are continually reminded of their rights. Our work will be based around the
Key concept of continuity and change.
In English this term we are starting by recalling what we did and did not enjoy in 2021, and our hopes for
2022. We will also be looking at stories from other cultures, which will include the Story of Beowulf,
originating from the Anglo-Saxons (our history topic for this term). In addition to this, we will think about
Chinese New Year and the story of how the animals were chosen for the Chinese Calendar. We will be
researching how the Chinese community celebrates New Year.
We have an exciting opportunity to watch the Wind in the Willows being performed, therefore, we will be
reading and working on this story throughout the term. In the final week of this half term, we have a
Design and Technology week where we will be comparing the foods that were eaten by the Vikings and the
Anglo Saxons and compare them to those we eat now, during this time we will think about our sustainable
goal (3) of good health and wellbeing, which also ties in with our well-being morning in February.
In maths, we will continue to practise the signing, ordering and for some writing the days of the week. We
will be continuing to practise working with numbers by adding and subtracting. When we master this, we
will start on multiplication.
In Science, we will be looking at life cycles of animals and humans, which complements the final RPSHE
sessions this half term where we will be discussing puberty and the changes we go through. We will be
discussing these sessions with parents prior to teaching and more information will be sent out.
Monday

English
Forest School

Tuesday
Wednesday

Dance

Friday

PE

Everyday

Reading

Home
learning
Home learning

Please send photographs of something the children did at the weekend: send to
g.hall@longwill.bham.sch.uk
Forest school – please send the children in appropriate warm clothes with boots
This half term we are creating and performing an Anglo-Saxon and Viking ‘fight dance’
Please ensure home learning is returned to school. Remind the children they will receive a prize
from the Golden box if home learning is returned every Wednesday.
Hockey: we will learn to control the ball, dribble and pass it.
Home learning will be set every Friday
Please also share the books the children bring home and record any readings in the yellow
reading record.

PE is every Friday, please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (T-shirt, joggers and pumps) and that it is
named. This half term we will be focusing on hockey,
We will continue to add photographs to the school blog, showing the work we have completed and the fun
we are having, so keep an eye out for these.
Thank you for your continued support!
Miss Hall, Mrs Boyce and Miss Amir

What’s on: Spring A 2022
Year 6 Belgium
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas.
Our new term starts with a continuation of our history topic, but we will be learning about the
Anglo Saxons this half term and learning how they interacted with the Vikings.
In English we will be developing our knowledge of SPAG, focusing upon adverbs and adjectives
to make our writing more descriptive. Our book will be the Wind in the Willows, and hopefully we will
be seeing a theatre production of the story too!
In maths, we will start by looking at multiplication and division, so keep practising on
timetables Rock stars! Then we will learn about shapes and how 2D and 3D shapes are different and
similar. We will also be learning about the properties of shapes and the angles within them.
In science, we will be learning how animals and plants reproduce. We will be learning about
‘cloning’ and the different parts of plants, before we learn about how mammals, amphibians and bird
reproduce. We will be conducting an investigation using potatoes to see how they replicate.
This links with our RPSHE where we will be learning about how our body changes as we grow up
and how to look after ourselves. We will also be learning about how to recognise whether information
is trustworthy or not in both RPSHE and computing. It is important that we do not believe everything
we are told and learn to question the information we are given. This links with the UNRC article 17,
where children have the right to access information from the media.
In RE we will be learning about how to be modest and listen to others, then we will be learning
about how to participate and lead. We will also be celebrating the Chinese New Year at the start of
February and comparing the values with other religions too. This links with the UNRC Article 13
where children ‘have the right to say what they think in different ways’ and UNRC Article 14 where
children ‘have the right to think, believe and have their own religion’.
Our art gallery competition for this half term is drawing, so we will be learning about the ways
in which we can create different lines and texture using our pencils.
Our BLP is ‘Resilience’, focussing upon noticing, this half term and we will be discussing the Rights
Respecting Articles, throughout the half term to find out how we can support each other and the
community. Change and continuity is our Sustainable Goals focus, where we will be looking at
similarities and differences across all our topics.
PE will take place weekly each Friday; this half term we will develop our hockey skills. We will
also be doing the Daily Mile 3 times per week to support our physical and mental wellbeing - please
send in trainers if you would prefer your child to run inn trainers rather than their school
shoes. Forest school will continue to take place each Monday, so please ensure warm,
waterproof clothes and PE kits are in school each week. You can support your child by reading with
them regularly and encouraging them to complete their Home Learning. Home Learning will be sent
home every Friday, and should be returned to school by Wednesday.

